Patty Cooper’s Remarks from January 13, 2009 Meeting

“The State of the Campus School”


For many, the school year began with at least a degree of apprhension on how the year would progress with a temporary change in administration.  As the weeks passed, and your children settled into a routine, hopefully most of your apprehension dissipated.  I believe you have found t hat our outstanding faculty has continued to provide the very best educational environment for your children.  Our caring, professional and dedicated faculty makes The Campus School a treasure.  We are certainly not your everyday school!


I want to assure you that with my acceptance of the Directorship of the Campus School, this now being a permanent change in Administration, you will find the educational excellence that you have come to know will continue.   The Administration and the faculty are dedicated in our continued effort to provide a nurturing, values driven, holistic educational environment for our students with a strong curriculum that challenges students to reach their fullest potential.  


Currently, we have 256 students enrolled at The Campus School.  The Primary grades Pre-K, Montessori, Kindergarten, First, and second have 114 children; the Intermediate grades Third, Fourth, and Fifth, have 63 children; and the Upper Grades Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth have 79 children.  Because of the generous donations received from our Endowment, which resulted mainly from the Founders Legacy program, approximately 12% of our students are receiving some scholarship assistance.  We would like to continue enhancing our scholarship program.  Some of you may be aware of the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program, which gives businesses in Pennslvania a tax credit equal to 75% of its contribution, or 90% if the donation is for two years, when donating to the scholarship fund of an approved school.  The Campus School participates in this program.  We have received scholarship funds through this program this year and hope to inform more businesses who may have a connection with the Campus School, to participate in the future.  This is a “win-win” situation for both the business and for our students.


Fiscally, we are currently operating at budget projections.  Needless to say in this economic situation, we must be cautious and prudent in our spending.  We are fortunate to have such generous families, alumni, and friends.  The Endowment monies are enabling our faculty to seek out excellent professional development opportunities.  Math teachers Suzie Ament and DeAnna Kwiecinski attended the National Council of Mathematics Teachers Conference this fall.  Susan Wirth-Loera and Jennifer Fitzhenry attended a workshop for Kindergarten teachers.  Maureen Newell and Candy Loughney are attending a Language Arts/Reading workshop in February and Shannon Eddy will attend a Science Teacher workshop in January.  Christina Schoral, professor in the University Department of Education, has conducted two “mini” workshops this fall:  One on Assessment and the other on Cheating.  She is planning two more workshops this spring semester.  


We are continually evaluating curriculum.  This analysis includes review and discussions on content area for each subject as well as the analysis of the best use of time and resources.  Curriculum Committees met throughout the fall and will continue this coming semester.  We are pleased at the success of the 

